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This  Month’s  Meeting 
Saturday, February 8th, 2014 

 at 1130 A.M. 
Rhodeside  Grill,  Basement  Room 
located  at  1836  Wilson  Blvd. 

 
Arlington,  VA  22201    Tel:    703-243-0145 

http://www.rhodesidegrill.com/ 
See You There! 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Newsletter of the Washington Ship Model Society 
Wednesday, February 06, 2014 

 
Skipper’s  Corner 

Although we seem to be caught up in an endless 
winter, the truth is spring is around the corner.  For 
the Society this means our schedule of events is 
also warming up.  This month kicks it off with our 
participation in the IPMS Richmond Open Model 
Contest.  Many of you indicated an interest in 
participating and its important you follow through 
to ensure a robust presence.  Please contact Vince 
McCullough and let him know of your intentions.  
For those that are unable to participate, John 
Williams will be hosting the monthly focus meeting 
on that date.  He will provide further information on 
the location and directions to his place. 
 
On a more sober note, Gene Larson informed me that 
a long time member of the WSMS, Jim Cockrell 
(Col., USA ret), has passed away.  Many WSMS 
members enjoyed outstanding gatherings at his home 
on Lake Barcroft in Annandale in the 70s thru 90s 
when meetings were held in  members’  homes.  Jim’s  
obituary I understand was in the last Sunday’s 
Washington Post. He was 90.
 

January Meeting Minutes 
The Washington Ship Model Society regular monthly 
meeting was held at the Hollin Hall Senior Center on 
January 11, 2014.  Sixteen members were present.  
Names  are  available  on  request  from  the  Ship’s  Clerk. 
Skipper’s  opening  comments: 

x Lou Husser noted that the Lynx editor position 
is still open and in the interim he is filling in.  
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Events On the Horizon: 

February 22, 10AM - WSMS Focus Meeting 
John  William’s  house,  Gaithersburg,  MD 
 
February 22nd, 8:30 to 5:30 - IPMS Richmond 2014 
Old Dominion Open Model contest at the Richmond 
International Raceway  
http://www.ipmsrichmond.org/contest.html 
 
March 08, 10 AM – WSMS Regular Meeting Hollin 
Hall Senior Center, Alexandria, VA 

 

Anyone interested in the opening is to contact Lou as soon as possible.. 
x The February Meeting will be an Auction. Donations welcome, contact Lou  
x Members, who need a mug, patch or coin award should come to the auction where they 

will be available.  Gene Larson is our point of contact for name tags and the Skipper will 
work with him to order any new ones that may be needed.   

x Proposed spring & summer events are coming 
up and participants and event coordinators are 
needed 

x 2014 Candidates for a WSMS bridge election 
slate are needed 

 
Election of a new member:  

The members present approved membership 
for Mr. John Downing  

Treasurer’s  Report: 
Not presented 

Show & Tell: 
A Holiday’s  Haul  Show  &  Tell  was conducted 

Business Meeting 
Old business:  

x The WSMS is will conduct an auction in February time period.  Lou assisted by Vince 
Bruce and Charlie are working to make it happen.  It will be held at the Roadside Grill in 
Rosslyn on February 8 at 11:00 AM. 

x Event Coordinator volunteers were solicited for the spring and summer events.  : 
1. IPMS Richmond Event – Vince McCullough 
2. Northern VA IPMS Model Classic Show – Warren Yuan 
3. Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) 9th Maritime Model Expo – Doug 

Wilde 
x Lou has requested that Commodores Doug Wilde, Vince and Bruce develop a slate for 

May elections of a new bridge team. 
New Business: 

x New events approved (Lou will coordinate) 
1. Proposals to work with the Philadelphia Club on a spring visit to the USS New Jersey 
2. Proposed WSMS visit to the Navy David Taylor Research Center

x The WSMS will investigate contributing to a Trophy Package for the next IPMS show. 
x The WSMS will investigate an awards dinner, with points of contact TBD. 

Meeting adjourned at 1200
 

08 February 2014 WSMS MEETING AGENDA 
Rhodeside Grill 

1836 Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA 22201   
 

Ψ 1130 – Skipper’s Remarks  
Auction Donations Acknowledgements - 2014 Candidates for office needed 
Richmond IPMS Event reminder 

Ψ 1130 Treasurer available for dues & membership collection – John Reeder    
Ψ 1130 Drink and Food ordering can begin 
Ψ 1145 – Book Table Review Period – Charlie Bingay Table Manager 
Ψ 1200 – Auction begins – Bruce Buchner officiates as auctioneer 
Ψ 1530 - Adjourn 
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PHOTO PAGE OF WSMS MEMBER MODELS 

 

 

  

Lee’s  most  recent    creation,  
a  Chesapeake  Bay  working  
Skipjack.    It’s  receiving  a  
critical  assessment  by  two  
of  WSMS’s  most  
experienced  modelers,  
Bruce  and  Joel. 
The  consensus  ,  award  that  
man  a  gold  WSMS    
Achievement    coin! 

BRAVO  ZULU   
LEE! 

Lee  chose    to  model    his  
Skipjack  as    a  real  
working  oystering  craft    
with  all  the    associated  
dredging  equipment  
scratch  built  to  scale  right  
down  to    it’s  latest  catch  
strewn  about  the  deck! 
Note  the  close  up  of  
these  details    in  the  
below  2  pictures 
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Submitting Photos 

We need more photos to place on our website!  We are particularly under-represented 
by photos of wind powered (sailing) ship models. Please consider sending our 
webmaster, Carl Erickson photos of some of your work at astridcarl@aol.com    

Classified Ads 

MODEL RESTORER WANTED 
We are looking for a craftsman to help us save one of two family treasures. The Photo is of The 
Enterprise, my Mum and Father hand carried the model from South America in the 1950s. It and another 
were almost legendary for all my brothers and sisters when we were growing up. Unfortunately my Father 
knocked the Enterprise over, he felt so bad, that the old 'made of stone' WW2 vet tried to hide it. 
So if any of you can help us figure out how to get this ship back to her former glory....your advice and 
recommendations are welcome.  

You can contact me, Michael Laitta, at mlaitta@yahoo.com  (Lou’s  Note:    Michael  lives  in  the  DC  area.He  
emailed me 10 other photos that I can provide you on request 

  
Newsletter ad policy 
Members may submit as many ads as they choose for printing in the Lynx as they desire.  They may be 
either want or for sale ads and should normally be limited to a 100 or less words. Non-members may also 
submit one ad to a monthly newsletter, also limited to a 100 words.  The acceptance of the ads are at the 
discretion of the editor.  He will also have blanket authority to edit the contents as he believes 
appropriate.   

mailto:astridcarl@aol.com
mailto:mlaitta@yahoo.com
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February’s  It  Ought to Be a Model! 

The What If Model: An Amazing Torpedo Boat designed by F.M. Bellanca, 
By Doug Wilde 

 
The previous "what if" was a torpedo boat 
that staked survivability and success on 
"water armor".  Just three decades later and 
now speed is the deciding factor.  The 
caption for this 11 November 1942 Acme 
Newspictures photo reads: 

An amazing torpedo boat which can make 
100 miles per hour across the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, has been planned by F.M. 
Bellanca, noted airplane designer.  Powered 
by a new type steam engine and driven by 
two airplane propellers revolving in opposite 
directions, the boat can carry a minimum of 
4 torpedoes and can be heavily armed.  
Photo is Mechanix Illustrated's conception 

of the torpedo boat, drawn from Bellanca's 
blue prints. 

 That Nazi cruiser never had a chance.  This 
really makes me wonder what sort of "new 
type steam engine" they are talking about.  I 
am open to suggestions as to what airplane 
kit will provide the fuselage and two dorsal 
turrets. 

Skipper’s  Commentary:    Okay,  One  of  you  guys  
has to have enuf stray kits that can be bashed 
together to produce this one of a kind Cruiser 
nemesis!  Think of what a great entry it would 
make for one of the upcoming IPMS events we 
are participating in!

 

February’s Tip of the Month 

The latest Fine Scale Modeler had a great suggestion from one of the readers.  This is to assemble a 
book before starting a model build.  This particular modeler goes through his references and scans 
pertinent material, then by cutting and pasting and combining scans from the instructions, generates a 
PDF book.  One either can print the resulting information or load it on a tablet at your workbench.  The 
samples showed a particular assembly step from the instructions with photos of the real thing on the 
same page.  He also would note the source of the reference for additional access if needed.  This kind of 
planning would help control "mission creep" and prevent trips down the rabbit hole. 
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UPCOMING - WSMS - EVENT NEWS 

IPMS RICHMOND EVENT  
The WSMS will participate in its 2014 Old 
Dominion Open Model contest.  For over 2 
decades, IPMS Richmond has been sponsoring a 
model show covering all genre' of model 
building including maritime. Working closely 
with the Hampton Roads Ship Modelers Society 
they are contacting other regional ship model 
organizations to spread the word across the tri-
state region that their model show is open to 
them to also participate. 
 
This year model show on February 22nd at the 
Richmond International Raceway. Attached is a 
brochure that outlines the one day event. 
Typically it has on display between 500 to 700 
models of all types with the added attraction of 
40 vendors spread out over 130 tables. 
Attendance generally averages over 400 general 
admission and 130-140 contestants. 
 
Vince is working with the Richmond IPMS and 
his Hampton Roads Ship Modelers Society to 
arrange a WSMS display table.  Please contact 
Vince at vjmccullough@cox.net of your plans to 
attend. 
 
ROADTRIP TO TOUR THE USS NEW JERSEY  
Our April Business meeting will take place on 
Saturday, 12 April and be conducted as a 
roadtrip to Camden, NJ.  We are working with 
the President of the Philadelphia Ship Modeling 
Society and the Chairman of the Battleship New 
Jersey Board of Trustees to set up a special tour  
Our friends from the Annapolis club are also 
interested and will join us on the visit.  Please 
contact Lou at LBHusser@verizon.net  of your 
plans to particpate. 
 
NORTHERN VA IPMS MODEL CLASSIC SHOW 
Our April focus meeting will take place on 
Saturday, 26 April at the IPMS annual model 
show. We will again plan on having 3 tables for 
displaying  and  demonstrating  our  craft.  It’s  also  
an excellent opportunity to pick up a model kit, 
participate in some of their excellent workshops 
and if inclined, enter one of the model contests. 
We plan to sponsor a ship model award this 
year.  Contact Warren Yuan at wyaun@cox.net 

and let him know you plan to participate in the 
IPMS event. 
 
CHESAPEAKE BAY MARITIME MUSEUM 
(CBMM) 9TH MARITIME MODEL EXPO  
WSMS along with the Model Guild of the 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, and the 
North American Steamboat  Modeler’s  
Association (NASMA), and are sponsoring the 
9th Maritime Model Expo on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 18 & 19 at the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum (CBMM) in St. Michaels, MD. 
The two-day event is open to the public and 
free for WSMS member participants.  As 
previously, the Expo offers visitors pond 
demonstrations, model races, exhibits, family 
activities, food, and more.  

During the event, radio-controlled (R-C) 
steamboat modelers can sail model boats in a 
large, temporary pond  that can also be used for 
other R-C models—including sailboats, 
submarines, electrically driven models with 
modest motors, and self-steered pond sailing 
models..   R-C model sailors can also race and 
sail  their  craft  along  the  museum’s  waterfront.    
On  Sunday,  CBMM’s  Model  Sailing  Club  will  
race five-foot R-C skipjack models along 
CBMM’s  Fogg’s  Cove.    Our participation will 
include not only RC models but a collection of 
static models .  We also expect that other  
highly acclaimed modelers will exhibit there 
watercraft along with us. In addition to radio-
controlled operating models and static model 
displays, the event offers children the 
opportunity to select, build, color, and sail a 
simple model boat they can keep.  
Please contact Doug Wilde at 
dbwilde@comcast.net  of your plans to attend. 
 
DAVID TAYLOR NAVAL RESEARCH CENTER 
DTRC VISIT 
Arrangements are being made through our long 
time member, Dana Wegner to DTRC & Model 
Basin in Bethesda, MD in the summer.   DTRC is 
homeplate  for  all  of  the  USN’s  model  collection  
which Dana has the responsibility to maintain.  
Because DTRC is a government facility there are 
some points to be aware of.   Security 

mailto:vjmccullough@cox.net
mailto:LBHusser@verizon.net
mailto:dbwilde@comcast.net
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requirements require that visitors must be able 
to show U.S citizenship and a photo ID.  No 
cameras or cell phones can be taken in.  
Because it is a workplace, our visit will have to 
be on a week day during normal business hours.  

Dana will arrange a tour guide to conduct a tour 
of the various facilities (depending on how 
much time we have) and we will end up down 
the basement with Dana and his museum-type 
models.

 

 

WSMS Organizational 2014 Goals  
 

Add seven more new members in 2014 

Conduct 3 maritime-related road trips 

Organize a WSMS Awards Dinner 

Institute an outreach program to increase our contact with related regional organizations 

Bridge and WSMS Commodores work to strengthen our administrative and planning 
processes 

 
These are not for the Bridge and Skipper alone to pursue but are for all of us to become 

engaged in.  What say you?  Let your Bridge know! 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>*<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

WSMS COMMUNICATIONS & CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Website: http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/ 

Yahoo link: dcshipmodel 
Skipper, Lou Husser, skipper@dcshipmodelsociety.org 

First Mate, Warren Yuan, firstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org 
  

 

mailto:firstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org

