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Skipper’s Corner

Let me, in this first Skipper’s column, express how proud I am to be elected to the Skipper’s position of our
Washington Ship Modeling Society. I look forward to leading and growing this very esteemed and talented
organization with a lineage second to none, with your help and support. Thankfully, you all were wise in ensuring I
was ably backed-up by selecting Vince McCullough as First Mate. Vince, as is his habit, has jumped into that position
with both feet, and his counsel has already been a big help in getting us going. Of course having Doug Beatty and
John Reeder continue in their posts as Clerk and Purser ensures welcomed experienced continuity in those positions.
Further strengthening the Bridge team is the addition of Patricia Woodhouse, who will be responsible for the monthly
newsletter, and Bruce Buchner who will take over our website.

I would be remiss if I did not extend to Bruce Buchner our Society’s sincere gratitude in his leading us for the past
two years. Bravo Zulu Bruce, and we look for continued counsel as our newest Commodore!

As Skipper, I’d like to briefly share with you some thoughts about how I intend to administratively lead WSMS, and
what I think some of our goals should be; first with regards to administration:

Next Meeting

Saturday, August 11, 2012, 10 a.m.
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center

8901 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20889-5600
Canyon Conference Room

Directions
NNMC lies on the Maryland side of the Capital Beltway (I-495) in Montgomery County. The Beltway is
accessed from the north on Interstate 95 or the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, from the east on MD Rt.
50, from southern MD on MD Rt. 4 or 5, from all points south on Interstate 95, and from the west on
Interstate 66. Head west on the Capital Beltway. Take Exit 34, Rt. 355, South, Wisconsin Ave. towards
Bethesda, in left lane. Cross Cedar Lane; at first median crossing (no light), turn left into the National
Naval Medical Center. At the guard station, show ID. Park in the America Garage. After walking across
from the America garage to the America building entrance walk past the information desk and take the
bank of elevators on the right to the 4th floor. Turn right out of the elevator and walk past the pediatrics
waiting room to the Canyon conference room on the left.

Please note we are meeting in a new location. See page 7 of this newsletter for a map of the campus with
directions.
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• Conduct monthly Bridge meetings to formulate the next monthly meeting agenda; review actions that need to be
brought before the membership for decision and voting; event planning and appointing event leaders; other business
as appropriate
• Use formal meetings to introduce business issues while keeping the business aspect to 30 minutes or less
• Use part of the newsletter to introduce WSMS business issues including upcoming votes, etc.
• Institute/Publish a long-range calendar

With respect to establishing goals, they are not intended to be unilaterally determined, as I look to our membership to
help the Bridge formulate and give body to those that the group determines important and contributory to ensuring
the long-term future of our Society. Here are some I think worth consideration:

1. That the WSMS continues to be viewed nationally as a premier ship modeling society and one that continuously
attracts new members

2. That WSMS internal activities continue and strengthen our focus on providing an educational forums for building
members’ ship-modeling skills

a. That such forums recognize and address the breadth of the craft, and that there is room for wide-ranging
interests and talents
b. Such activities should not only provide a forum for information exchange but are also fun and social

3. That we poll our membership to see what members think would benefit their needs and result in increased member
participation

4. That we review our participation in outside events such as IPMS, Sultana Downrigging, etc., and determine whether
our participation is contributing to outreach and expanding the public’s interest in ship modeling as a hobby/craft.

a. If it is, how can we improve our participation so as to maximize our impact?
b. Which events should be dropped?
c. Are there other venues and opportunity we should seek?

5. That we sponsor/co-sponsor a regional biennial Ship Modeling Forum

6. That we reexamine past WSMS practices that have for various reasons faded out, such as awards, dinners, etc., that
may bear reviving

7. That we consider developing a long-range vision that could include items such as a WSMS Workshop

Your comments on these potential goals are encouraged. They should be submitted through our website (send an e-
mail to any one of the Bridge Officers), and the Bridge will compile all comments and share them with the
membership. Comments will then be formulated into a draft plan or vision that will be shared with membership for
consideration to assist the Board in leading the WSMS.

Again, I am grateful for your faith in me. You have my promise that I will always try to carry out my responsibilities
with the best interests of the Society in mind. Here’s hoping for fair winds and following seas!

—Lou
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WSMS July 14, 2012, Meeting Minutes
Six members were in attendance at the Hollin Hall Senior Center in Fairfax County, Virginia.

Treasurer’s Report
July 01, 2011–June 30, 2012

Beginning Balance
Cash 4,013.83
CD#1 $3,036.00
CD#2 $3,036.00
Subtotal: $10,085.83

Income
Dues $393.97
Interest $23.92
Subtotal: $417.89

Expenses
2011 NCMSS Show $120.00
Internet $119.40
Nametags $147.00
NTHP: USS Olympia $500.00
St. Michaels donation $200.00
WSMS medallion payment $536.90
Subtotal: $1,623.30

Ending Balance
Cash $2,784.50
CD#1 $3,047.96
CD#2 $3,047.96
Total $8,880.42

Items discussed included ways to grow membership and public outreach opportunities. Action items are to develop a
rack card or other brochure to place in hobby shops and to use at outreach events; exchange newsletters with other
clubs and societies; joint meetings with other modeling groups in the area; place ads in modeling magazines; ask
suppliers to provide a link to the WSMS Web site; and see if we can gain access to the NRG’s mailing list.

The format of the Regular Meetings was discussed. It is reiterated that the meeting held the second Saturday of the
month will begin with a 10–15 minute business discussion, followed by a program and member show-and-tell. The
meeting may be followed by lunch out if there is interest.

The Bridge will meet separately the Wednesday following the Regular Meeting to discuss WSMS’s business matters in
more depth. This is an open meeting; all members are welcome to attend. Any matters requiring input from the
membership will be brought forward at the subsequent Regular Meeting.
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Show and Tell

Lou Husser brought his completed USS Olympia, as she was in the Battle of Manila Bay, 1898, complete with a
handmade case:

Vince McCullough brought a resin kit of the USS Holland SS-1, the first commissioned US Navy submarine:

Rick Yorczyk brought his work-in-progress, the O-9 (a.k.a. SS-70). It is a pre-WWII sub. Initially
part of the fleet as a warship, she was recommissioned as a training submarine, as were all of the O-class subs (except
O-5, which had been lost in 1923). She was lost off Portsmouth, NH, 20 June 1941.

Thank you to Warren Yuan for taking and supplying the photos!
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August 11, 2012, WSMS MEETING AGENDA
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center

8901 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20889-5600
Canyon Conference Room

Ψ 1000 – Skipper’s Remarks
 Recognition of any new guests or strikers
 Bridge and election results
 Volunteers for focus meetings needed

Ψ Treasurer’s Report – Jim Reeder ATTACHED
Ψ 1010 – Guest Speaker
Ψ 1100 - Show & Tell
Ψ 1140 - Old business
 Internal Distribution of members list and e-mail addresses

Ψ 1155 - New Business
 Transition to new bridge team
 Participation in National Capital Model Soldier Society Annual Washington Show
 Participation in the October 2012 Sultana Down Rigging

Ψ 1230 –Meeting Adjourn

WSMS Calendar of Upcoming Events
The following summarizes upcoming events that may be of interest. Note that we are always looking for hosts for
special interest group (SIG) meetings or for topics to be presented at regular meetings. If you would like to serve as a
SIG host or if you have a topic that you can present (or would like to see presented), please contact Vince
McCullough, First Mate, at firstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org.

August
11—WSMS Regular Meeting, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, MD. Topic: Presentation on
marine coatings, Keith Lucas, US Naval Research Laboratory
25—WSMS Special Interest Group Meeting. Host: Open at this time

September
8—National Capital Model Soldier Society (NCMSS) Show, Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale, VA.
The WSMS will once again have two tables in the vendor area and will be showing off both completed models and
work in progress. Contact Vince McCullough if you are interested in participating.
8—WSMS Regular Meeting, Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale, VA. We will be holding our regular
meeting in the Judges room at the NCMSS to allow members manning our tables to attend.
29—WSMS Special Interest Group Meeting. Host: Jeff Fenton.

October
13—WSMS Regular Meeting, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, MD. Topic: TBD.
26–28 Schooner Sultana Downrigging Weekend, Chestertown, MD. The WSMS is not scheduled to participate at this
time.
27—WSMS Special Interest Group Meeting. Host: Open at this time.

November
13—WSMS Regular Meeting, Hollin Hall Senior Center, Alexandria, VA. Topic: TBD.

mailto:mfirstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org
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December
1—WSMS Special Interest Group Meeting. Host: John Reeder. Meeting date delayed one week due to Thanksgiving
Holiday.
8—WSMS Regular Meeting, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda, MD. Topic: TBD
29—WSMS Special Interest Group Meeting. Host: Lou Husser.

Lynx Links
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.cnc-models.com/
http://mysite.verizon.net/ELLshipmodeler/index.htm
http://www.papermodel.jp/english/
http://wmunderway.8m.com/home/home.htm
http://www.modelslipway.com/
http://www.boatnerd.com/
http://www.billingboats.com/
http://mysite.verizon.net/vzepsy9w/sealaunchcommander2/
http://www.greatlakesmodeling.com/
http://www.jdproduct.com/
http://www.micromark.com/
http://www.joesmodels.com/
http://www.servicehistorique.sga.defense.gouv.fr/02fonds-collections/banquedocuments/planbato/atlas/rec.php

Note from Newsletter Editor
Patricia Woodhouse

Beginning with this newsletter, the Lynx will include new feature articles. This edition includes Meeting Minutes,
which gives the minutes from the last WSMS Regular Meeting; WSMS Member Projects, which highlights members’
modeling projects and their progress; and a calendar page. Future editions of the Lynx will include reports from the
Special Interest Group meetings, members’ biographies, kit reviews, and workshop tips.

If you would like to contribute to any of these articles or have any ideas for the newsletter, please e-mail me at
newsletter@dcshipmodelsociety.org.

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.cnc-models.com/
http://mysite.verizon.net/ELLshipmodeler/index.htm
http://www.papermodel.jp/english/
http://wmunderway.8m.com/home/home.htm
http://www.modelslipway.com/
http://www.boatnerd.com/
http://www.billingboats.com/
http://mysite.verizon.net/vzepsy9w/sealaunchcommander2/
http://www.greatlakesmodeling.com/
http://www.jdproduct.com/
http://www.micromark.com/
http://www.joesmodels.com/
http://www.servicehistorique.sga.defense.gouv.fr/02fonds-collections/banquedocuments/planbato/atlas/rec.php
mailto:newsletter@dcshipmodelsociety.org
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Model Progress Page
WSMS member John Powell, who lives in Norfolk, VA, is adding details to his USS New Jersey:

These bottom two photos are of John’s scratch built crane. He says, “On the side of the aft stack is an I-beam crane
for handling Harpoons, and the boat crane as well. Built them both from scratch
Send details and photos of your project to newsletter@dcshipmodelsociety.org for inclusion in the Lynx.
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Advertisements
From Julian Brylawski, via the IPMS: I’m looking for a home for my 1:96 scale model of the 1903 Missouri battleship
BB -11. Mike Wiedenbach, curator of the Missouri Museum Ship in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, contacted John R Haynes
and indicated he wanted a model of the 1903 Missouri (BB-11) to display alongside the model of the 1945 Missouri
(BB-63) to show the progress of naval development in the intervening 42 years. Since John Hayes had built the
Missouri Museum’s model of the 1945 Missouri, he was the natural choice to receive the commission.

In the summer of 2005 I read an article about this model in the Nautical Research Journal, Vol. 50, No. 2, and got the
idea I would like to build one for myself. I love warships and I had no examples of the beautiful Great White Fleet
ships. And, since the model is in 1:96 scale, I had the option of doing a museum quality static model or a somewhat
less detailed R/C version. Imagine the big realistic bow wave this model would throw.

So, I tracked down Mr. Haynes and commissioned him to mold a fiberglass hull and I also ordered every fitting I
could. The invoice says there are 168 fittings, but I think that number is low. The fittings include two, 12” twin turret
guns, sixteen 6”/50 Mk. 6 rapid-fire guns, six 3””/50, eight 3 pounders, four Maxim guns, (all with amazingly detailed
mounts)... museum quality cast and photo-etched ships boats, cranes, stanchions, names, ornate ship’s crest, ladders
platforms, rungs, coal-holes and doors and on and on.
I love this ship but I have too many hobbies and I’ve come to the conclusion I will never build it. This is a museum
quality one of a kind project for a skilled builder. Decks and superstructure will need to be built so this is not a plastic
ship in a box. Not that those are easy but this project will require the next level of skill.

What the completed model might look like.
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Eighth Maritime Model Expo
This past May, WSMS, in conjunction with the Model Guild of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) and
the North American Steamboat Modeler’s Association (NASMA), sponsored the Eighth Maritime Model Exposition,
which was held at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St Michaels, Maryland. Open to the public, the annual
event was held on the grounds of the museum. As in the past, two other accomplished ship modelers, Ed Thieler and
Jean Preckel joined us for the event.

WSMS participants showcased a variety of static models, which included an under construction model of the clipper
ship, Flying Cloud, a Sea Bird Yawl, and an early America’s Cup defender, the Puritan. Lou Husser also exhibited an
antique Grand BanksfFishing schooner that he will be restoring.

Doug Wilde displayed a number of ship’s plans from his collection. Visitors learned about the importance of plans to
ship modelers and how the plans can ensure the model is accurate in terms of scale and detail. Patricia Woodhouse
and Chris Clark displayed their models of a rowing skiff that is a product of a two-day modeling class, which is
conducted by the CBMM Model Guild.

The most popular model featured by a WSMS member was Brion Boyles’s RC model of an if-the-South-had-won-the-
war Confederate river and coastal gunboat, CSS Shiloh. Brion is a retired US Navy Chief Quartermaster, who also
enjoys model railroading and restoring trains. Basically a 1/48 scale model, the Shiloh got her start as an underway
modeling project using almost exclusively cast off materials scavenged from various departments around the ship.
However, the result should not be considered just sailor folk art. It is an accurately scaled vessel, which is fully
automated.

For more information about the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, visit their website at www.cbmm.org.
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August
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

WSMS
Regular
Meeting
10 a.m.

12 13 14 15

WSMS
Bridge
Meeting
6 p.m.

16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

WSMS
SIG
Meeting
(host needed)

26 27 28 29 30 31

Newsletter
Deadline


