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SKIPPERS CORNER 

See ye Shellbacks, Pollywogs and 
broom-handle swabbies on November 14th. 

Doug 

Minutes - September  Meeting 

No minutes recorded.  Following are Editor’s notes for 
the Meeting conducted in conjunction with the 54th 
Annual National Capital Model Soldier Society 
Washington Show held on Saturday, 19 September 
2015 at Thomas Edison High School in Alexandria, VA. 
Approximately 14 members attended with about six 
providing models and manning our two tables in a main 
hallway.  A BIG THANKS to for 
coordinating our participation again this year.  See the 
pictures in the “members Pictures Pages” 

Bridge  Announcements 

WSMS Elections Past Due 
Yes, those dreaded words….! We are way behind 
on this.  WSMS needs a slate for the Bridge.  Please 
consider running or nominating candidates!  
Provide your inputs to the nomination committee; 

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road, 
Alexandria, VA 22308 

Directions:  

.  From the beltway go south on Route One to the first left, 
Fort Hunt Road (SR 629). Head south about 3.5 miles to 

Shenandoah Road.  There will be a Shell Gas station on the 
near corner and the Hollin Hall Shopping Center sign on 

the far right corner.   

.  Turn right on Shenandoah Road and proceed to the 
driveway on the right just beyond the 7-11.  There is a 

large parking lot.   

.  Enter the center by the door under the green roof.  Turn 
right; there is an elevator.  Go to second floor, turn left, go 
to end of hall, turn right and go down the corridor to room 

213 or 217. 

.  From the south turn off Route One to the right at 
Sherwood Hall Road. Continue past the Library about a 

mile to Fort Hunt Road. Turn right on Fort Hunt Road and 
head south to the gas station noted above. 

Visitor's Always Welcome!

October Late Edition 
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Lou Husser Bruce Buchner 
Joel Labow 

We need to groom some fresher bodies! 
WSMS Volunteer Hosts Needed! 
Unfortunately no Focus Group this month due to a Host 
shortage. These informal sessions are always great 
forseeing where our members create their models, 
discover an individual’s interesting tools and jigs, as well 
as never before seen models.  So   Please, someone 
step forward for October!  Previous hosts can testify 
that we’re all housebroken. 

Thanks to Larry Valetta who will take on hosting the 
November meeting.  Lou Husser Has January. 

From the Treasurer - Dues reminder 
If you have not yet paid your annual dues please 
send them to: 

John Reeder, WSMS Purser 
PO Box 770 Great Falls, VA  22066 

Or pay by Paypal:  JFR1945@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
 
November 28 Focus Meeting 
Host - Larry Valett  lvalett@verizon.net]  
Phone 301-831-5637 
1108 Meadowgreen Drive, Mt. Airy, MD. 
Larry says, “I realize I’m far out, but has lots of room, 
coffee and food, and plenty of ship stuff. Even happy if 
folks want to stick around for afternoon movie with 
nautical theme!! 
 
 

Cabin Fever Expo 2016 
Model Engineering Show & Auctions 
January 15-17, 2016 
Lebanon Valley Expo Center 
80 Rocherty Road 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
The Largest Show Of Its Kind in The Country! 
Includes Auctions, Vendors, Exhibitors, Consignment 
Sales Area    

Member & Friends Articles 

An Interesting Restoration By Lou Husser
Late this past summer the WSMS was contacted by a Uruguayan Gentlemen seeking someone to restore a ship model 
suffering from the ravages of several Feline attacks.  The model is of a Spanish Pailebote, named the “Carmen” built in 
1850. With a capacity of 250 tons it plied the Mediterranean throughout its years of service, transporting commercial 
loads in competition with the big steam ships. It was able to survive thanks to lower freight charges. Rigged out as a 
schooner, with spankers and gaff topsails, it was called a “Pailebote”, a corruption of the English “pilot boat”, a type of 
small schooner with little rigging used by harbor pilots. 
 
The model is not especially remarkable in of itself.  The previous attempts at repairs were largely haphazard and a 
restoration was in order and so came to me for salvaging.  It was in discussing with the owner about the model’s 
background that this rather prosaic model proved to have a very intriguing provenance. 
 
According to the owner, the Carmen was among several ships that departed Genoa, Italy in the late 1840s’ eventually 
bound for South America with Giuseppe Garibaldi and several of his Italian revolutionary followers aboard including the 
owner’s family.  At some point in the mid-late 20th century his mother successfully sought out a model of the Carmen as 
a family keepsake and heirloom.  She was able to obtain this one from a mall nautical museum in Montevideo that was 
closing, apparently due to the death of the owner who was also the model builder.    The owner did not know the model 
builder’s name, just that he was a German sailor, a crewmember of the Graf Spee who was interned in Uruguay for the 
duration and who remained in the country following the war’s end.    Pictures of the Carmen as partially restored follow 
on the next page. 
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Spanish Pailebote, the “Carmen” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
1/1200 diecast Toy Ships by Jack Ray a WSMS friend 
I was first attracted to ships and the sea back in the mid-60s when, as a US Foreign Service Brat, I traveled with my 
family to France aboard the SS United States.   I must have been about three years old, but still remember being 
amazed by the sight of one of the ship's giant red funnels on the other side of the customs shed--it really was huge.  
We traveled USG 1st class (that is we could use all the 1st class amenities, but still had inside staterooms with bunks--I 
guess Dad was still a pretty junior FSO!) 
 
As part of the my amenities, my folks bought me a two 1/1200 Tri-ang ocean liners (the United States and the RMS 
Aquitania) and some die-cast docks and sheds.  These were very cool toys, but, being a three year old, I kept them in 
the toy box and they ended up pretty beat up.  Eventually, I lost sight of them and had only memories for many years.  
About 5 years ago, I started collecting them again through ebay and other venues.  I also discovered that Tri-ang 
Minic was back in business with a whole new series of modern USN and RN) warships and a lot of new merchants 
(Container, Tanker, Ore, etc...).  They also continue to make their traditional dock and port features as well as modern 
derricks for container ships. 

 
If you are interested in "low end" 1/1200 diecast, I highly 
recommend the series.  Below is the Tri-ang Minic 
Website with a comprehensive look at old and new 
products from this old name: 
http://triangminicships.com/ 
Contributed by Jack Ray, WSMS friend 
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MEMBERS NOTES  

A column where members can contribute any notes or recommendations pertinent to ship modeling 
 
x Cambridge and the Royal Museums have put the 

archives for the Board of Longitude on line.  Here's 
the link: www.cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk  

 
x A Eugene Slover's created a portal to a plethora of 

Navy links. I can get lost for hours wandering 
through all of the data available here.  If you can 
get permission from your spouse to take an 
overnight liberty, take a plunge into Gene's world. 
You won't be sorry. 
http://eugeneleeslover.com/GS-USN-PAGE.html 
Contributed by – Charlie Bingay  

 
x ROPEWALK, the newsletter of a club in Ohio, 

…noticed that they do a show at the Ohio state 
fair.  It occurs to me that the Fairfax Fair and 
Montgomery Fair might be good venues for us. It 
might be worth it for the Bridge to check out? 

Contributed by – Vince McCoulough 
 
x USS Arizona & Other BBs at Pearl Harbor Post 

Attack; if you haven't seen these photos, you'll like 
them.  Don't stop at page 1. There are 4 pages 
total.   

http://www.warbirdinformationexchange.org/
phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=54661&sid=ab6
efc452eb4bc40f269d3af4fb31ca4   
 Contributed by – Geoff Wilson (Former WSMS 
member, now in Germantown, TN) 

 

x Ecardmodels (Paper model company) now offers a 
ship model with interesting historical connection. 
The famous British Cunard line launched a new 
ship in 1899, RMS Ivernia.  It was given the 
Liverpool to New York and Boston route to serve 
the growing number of immigrants to the US from 
Europe. In World War One, the Brits took her as a 
troop ship for Canadian troops headed for the 
Mediterranean, but was sunk by U-47 off Cape 
Matapan in Greece.  Ivernia’s Captain at the time 
was William Turner, who had also commanded the 
Lusitania when she was sunk. Cunard never 
offered him another command, but was given an 
Unsinkable office job.  Another interesting tid-bit 
about the ship is that she had the largest funnel 
ever fitted to a ship, measuring 60 feet (18.28 m) 
from top to deck. Today a road in Liverpool still 
bears the name of the doomed vessel.   

See - www.ecardmodels.com/index.php/1-
400-s-s-ivernia-cunard-liner-paper-model.html 
Contributed by – Carl Erikson 

  
Flower Class Corvette Model This is supposed 
to come out sometime next year. I may finally 
build a Compass Rose. 
http://www.modellversium.de/galerie/img/7/
4/0/11740/3175883/spielwarenmesse-
nuernberg-2015-teil-3-verschiedene-
hersteller.jpg   
Contributed by Jack Ray, WSMS friend 

 
Send comments to Lou Husser at LBHusser@verizon.net 
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WSMS  FACEBOOK HAS  BEEN REVIVIED!! 

 
WSMW Shipmates, 
The FaceBook modeling community is HUGE. There is MUCH activity between groups, and the quality of available 
photographs from modelers across the world defies description, more than any publication could ever touch. I think 
you'd enjoy being part of it.   So, I am attempting to inject some life into our long-neglected Facebook page. It has 
been becalmed since 2011, but we could really attract some club attention and cultivate a valuable modeling/social 
resource with your help.   If you'd like to show your work without being directly involved, PLEASE send me some 
pictures of your vessels and/or projects...Vessel name and such, along with a few words about scale, materials history 
or whatever you'd like to include. I will post these on the page along with whatever info you'd like to pass along. If 
you wish, it can be unattributed, or I can use your initials or a nickname. There will be NO personal info included on 
my part----that remains up to you. It is not my intention to divulge ANY personal information unless you specifically 
request it. My email is: brionboyles@comcast.net  
 
I plan to make a few posts (pictures, notes, nautical/modeling interest) every couple of days. The more often we post, 
the more people see our page ("Friends" of the page are notified of new posts, and their friends also see when these 
people comment or "like" what they see.... the interest is exponential).   I will also be posting/editing notes such as 
links for other groups, museums, items of nautical/historical/modeling interest, tips, interesting products, shows, club 
news, etc...  Again, if you'd like to get some publicity without being personally involved with Facebook, send the item 
to me and I will post it.   Your pictures don't have to be professional quality, and detail pics or tips are as welcome as 
vessel portraits.  
 
Here is the link to our page: Caution-https://www.facebook.com/Washington-Ship-Model-Society-
152848694776650/ < Caution-https://www.facebook.com/Washington-Ship-Model-Society-152848694776650/ >  

Brion 
Lynx Editor note… You have to see the page, Brion has down and outstanding job.  As I understand the number of people visiting the 

page is multiplying at a phenomenal rate! 
 
 

MODELING TIPS & TECHNIQUES
 

Tip #1 - Courtesy of Lou Husser 
x Check this RC website out.  It is about a 1/48th scale WWI German torpedo-boat.  It has a very good article 

and plans for a smoke unit that apparently works very well! 
http://www.shipmodels.info/mws_forum/viewtopic.php?f=75&t=151034&sid=4c3a13d3b2ec5fbd93876df4
6daa5c61&start=100  

 
Tips #2  & #3 Courtesy of Mr. Randy Biddle, a member of the Ship Modelers Association (SMA) 

x “Lawn” is a finely woven, lightweight cotton fabric, good for use in sail making. A source for Lawn is 
www.fabric.com  
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Tip #3   

x An excellent source for scale yachts and pond model fittings is www.modelyachtfittings.com  The company is 
based in Florida and offers a selection of turnbuckles models in different sizes. Other fittings include 
goosenecks, vangs, shroud and stay plates and fittings kits for some popular R/C and pond model sailing craft.  

 
Tip#4 Courtesy of Ship’s In Scale. Article by Steve Wheeler 

x The Sep/Oct 2016 issue includes a great article on making very realistic and functional scale shackles.  There 
are really no special tools required outside of what the average ship modeler has on their workbench.   

 
Tip#5 Courtesy of Nic Damuck, BlueJacket Shipcrafters, Inc 

x Workbench glasses - I told my Optometrist what I do for a hobby, and he gave me a special prescription.  
Bifocals, where the upper part is my reading prescription, and the bifocal area is 2x magnifiers. This eliminates 
the need to wear both glasses and magnifiers. If you look back up at my workbench photo, you can see them 
on the right side of the table. They just stay on the bench, and are so convenient I automatically change 
glasses when I sit down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

World War 1 Era                      German Naval Flags 
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WSMS MEMBER MODELS PHOTO PAGES 

Seaside Bateau model commission that was recently finished by  Ed Sommers 
 

  

Ed is a WSMS associate and partner model exhibitor at the Chesapeake Bay Museum Expo . The museum in St Michaels 
has the full size bateau on display. Ed was commissioned to build the model for a grandson of the fellow that donated 
the original bateau to the museum some years ago. If interested, Ed has quite a bit of history on her. 

 
Carl Erickson’s year-long project S/S Drotten is Finished! 

 

  

 
The model was built from a Swedish paper model print in 1:160 scale. Carl rode on a similar ship in the Stockholm archipelago a few 
years back and was taken by its classic lines. Drotten was a 1927 185 ft passenger ship built by Oskarshamn Shipyard Ltd and 
delivered to its client’s Steamship AB Gotland Company in 1928. It then served traffic between the Baltic island of Gotland and the 
mainland of Sweden until 1963. Drotten was for its time a lavish vessel. Swedish handicrafts and art adorned the ship's interior spaces. 
The lighting fixtures came from Orrefors Glassworks, while textiles were made in Elsa Gullberg's studio in Stockholm. The ship was 
sold in 1964 to Viking Line, and for a short time was in service between Stockholm and the Baltic island of Ãland. After having served 
as a restaurant boat in Mariehamn she finally was broken up in Finland in 1979. 
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Lou Husser’s Russian Cruiser Varyag 

Fingers crossed, almost completed!  Still 
needs the shrouds and props added. 

Took over a year with many delays, trials 
and tribulations, not the least of when 
around 75% finished the newly rescued 
hound decided to taste test it.  I still have 
the hound. 

 

Jeb 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

USS Constitution model in need of repair 
Mr. Bruce Harris, an optometrist from Knoxville, MD (Harper's Ferry) owns a USS Constitution model in need 
of repair, mostly to rigging and spars.  No serious structural damage according to the owner.  Photos are 
available. The model is roughly 38" long, 31" tall and 8" wide.  The model is encased in glass but is removable 
for transport in a mini-van or car backseat.  
 
The base has a brass plate with the notation: USS Constitution, "Old Ironsides," 1926-1927, Paul Hewitt, 
Richmond, VA.  Bruce has no information on Hewitt.  The model used to be on display at his Dad's optical 
shop in downtown DC, where Bobby Kennedy offered to purchase it several times.  The ship was also on 
display in a Navy Department DC office after WWII. 
 
If you are interested, or have information on Paul Hewitt the original builder, please call Mr. Harris:   
301/253-9828 (work)  301/834-6726 (home)  301/788-2671 (cell) 
Address: 19632 Garrett's Mill Rd, Knoxville, MD 21758 
 

Steve Husser is selling: 
1. Harbor Freight Mini-Lathe (metal) plus tools - 400.00 
2. Badger (1960s era) mini-wood  lathe plus tools- asking 150.00 (hard to find) 
3. 1.5" upright belt sander (Unknown make) - 60.00 
4. Harbor Frieght mini-cut-off saw (good for brass tubing) - 25.00 

 
Contact Information: 
Steve Husser 
Stephen.husser@usmc.mil  
 

 

Newsletter Ad Policy 

Members may submit as many ads as they choose for printing in the Lynx.  They may be either want or for sale ads and 
should normally be limited to a 100 or less words. Non-members may also submit one ad to a monthly newsletter, also 
limited to a 100 words.  The acceptance of the ads are at the discretion of the editor.  He will also have blanket authority 
to edit the contents as he believes appropriate.
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NRG Conference to be held in Mystic in October 
Look for details on the upcoming NRG Conference in Mystic, Connecticut this coming October. 
It should be a great conference. There is now full information on the Conference on the NRG 

web site for those interested in attending this year’s conference. 
 
 

 

WSMS 70 Years ago this month  

 
7 September 1935:  All Officers reelected to second term. Mr. Lehmanre of the U.S. Coast Guard 

exhibited to the members eight reels of sound pictures illustra ting all phases of Coast Guard Work. 
 


