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Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road, 
Alexandria, VA 22308 

Directions  

Q From the beltway go south on Route One to 
the first left, Fort Hunt Road (SR 629). Head 
south about 3.5 miles to Shenandoah Road.  
There will be a Shell Gas station on the near 
corner and the Hollin Hall Shopping Center 
sign on the far right corner.   

Q Turn right on Shenandoah Road and proceed 
to the driveway on the right just beyond the 7-
11.  There is a large parking lot.   

Q Enter by the door under the green roof.  Turn 
right; there is an elevator.  Go to second floor, 
go to end of hall, turn right and look for room 
213 or 217. 

Visitor's Always Welcome! 
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SEASONS GREETINGS! 
May Santa Fill All Your Modeling Wish Lists ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Skipper’s Corner  
Lou has been a stellar Skipper the last three plus 
years and I for one am extremely grateful for his 
service.  He brought vision to the WSMS, set real 
goals and drove, pulled, and cajoled all of us along 
with him.  We have a much more current web 
presence, have become regular fixtures as modeling 
venues throughout the area, and managed to 
complete more models I think than anyone else.  
Lou, I don’t know how you do it.  Thank you. 

But often being Skipper is a lonely post.  Moving 
WSMS forward is not solely the Skipper’s 
responsibility.  All the members must help by 
participating and sharing: sharing ideas, experiences, 
knowledge, and time.  And that is what I am asking 
of all of you as I step into a very big pair of shoes. 

x Share your ideas for new activities or venues 
that promote ship modeling or improve 
WSMS. 

x Share your experiences and knowledge by 
making a presentation at one of our regular 
meetings and/or an article in The Lynx.  
Not only bring your current build to a 
meeting but also take a couple pictures of 
what’s on your workbench right now for 
The Lynx and tell us about the most recent 
challenges in your build, either surmounted  

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
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National Society of the Children of the American 
Revolution Museum WSMS Model Display 

The “National Society of the Children of the American 
Revolution Museum” has invited WSMS to participate 
in their National Project for this year, the focus of 
which is the Star-Spangled Banner and the War of 
1812.  One of our members, Dr. Joel Labow, has 
provided a USS Constitution-related display for that 
representing that period.   
December 10 will be the formal opening. The exhibit 
will then run to June 1st, 2015, a six month loan 
period.   

Upcoming Speaker Presentation 
For our Regular Meeting in February, a presentation by 
Mr. Ryan Peeks, a Research Fellow with the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense Historical Office, has been 
arranged.  Mr. Peeks, a Doctoral candidate, will talk 
about Naval warships that were being built and/or 
planned but subsequently cancelled due to the five 
party Washington Naval Treaty entered into shortly 
after the end of World War I.  

 
Chesapeake Bay Working Craft Tour  

We are working with our associate member Ed Somers, 
a superb modeler of Chesapeake Bay regional working 
craft on arranging a 2015 visit to the Eastern Shore to 
meet with local work boat builders and waterman to 
learn more about their craft.  Please stay tuned! 

1st Annual Mid-Atlantic Ship Model Conference & Show 

We in partnership with the Philadelphia Ship Model 
Society (PSMS) are planning to host a regional ship 
model conference in 2015.  (See following article)   

 

 

or staring you in the face. 

x Share your time, the most precious 
commodity of all.  Spend a day hosting our 
table at one of the model shows we attend.  
Folks always are interested in our/your 
models, share fond memories of their past 
builds, and sometimes rekindle the desire 
to start or pull out that box from the stash 
and finally finish one from twenty years 
ago. 

Oh yes, and share your house some Saturday 
by hosting the Focus Interest meeting.  Nearly all 
of us are housebroken and won’t make a mess. 

And speaking of sharing time, on behalf of the 
membership I wish to thank Doug Beatty and 
John Reeder for continuing to serve as Scribe and 
Purser, respectively.  And to John Williams who 
comes aboard as First Mate.  We may not see 
much of John in November and December as he 
works to set-up an annual conference his 
association hosts each year.  Wait a minute, setting 
up a conference.  John, have we got a project for 
you! 

A final thanks to Lou for continuing to edit 
and produce The Lynx.  It is no small feat to 
gather material together (don’t forget to 
contribute) and assemble an attractive package that 
is interesting to read, month in and month out.

Doug Wilde 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF WSMS 
INTEREST 

Independence Seaport Museum Philadelphia 
Parade of Lights Saturday, December 18th, 
at 5 p.m 

 Where: Delaware River; view at any point 
along Penn’s Landing  
Cost: Free; otherwise admission to 
museum is $12 for adults, $10 for seniors, 
$7 for children/college students/military 
 More info: www.phillyseaport.org  

 
 
 

 

http://www.phillyseaport.org/
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JUNE 2015 REGIONAL SHIP MODEL WORKSHOP PROGRESS REPORT 

As you know from our meetings, we’re 
planning a regional event scheduled for June 13.  The 
location is Conference Center at The Maritime 
Institute (CCMIT) near BWI Airport with whom we 
have signed a contract reserving it for the date. 

We have been working this effort with the 
Philadelphia Ship Model Society (PSMS) and continue 
to lean heavily on them for their experience with 
these types’ events   

As a selling point, our plan is to include 
elements that are related to our region’s rich and 
extensive maritime heritage.  Nautical attractions 
include places like the Naval Museums in Washington 
and Annapolis, the USS Constellation and other 
historic vessels in the inner harbor in Baltimore, 
Washington and Philadelphia, the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum and Solomon’s island Museum as 
well as other smaller Bay area museums on Virginia’s 
North Neck, and even a far down the Norfolk area. 

At the December meeting Lou Husser, our 
coordinator, will outline the program plan.  Hilites 
would be such things as a model competition, RC 
pool, seminars, a featured speaker, vendors, modeling 
tools, supplies, and maritime bookseller. The 
admission fee which is driven by the CCMIT however 
is steep; $60.00. We need to have a reasonable 
expectation that regional modelers will find the 
program worth the price. 

Progress To Date: 
x Established a partnership with PSMS to plan 

and execute the event 
x Signed a contract with the  CCMIT 
x Appointed an event coordinator – Lou 

Husser 

x Solicited WSMS members to participate in a 
joint WSMS-PSMS committee 

x Informally socialized the concept with; the 
Chesapeake Bay, Annapolis, Hampton, and 
the Washington and Richmond Chapters of 
IPMS. 

x Drafted a Flyer/add for review by the 
committee 

x Several members have signed up to help.  
Volunteers besides the bridge team include; 
Carl Erikson, Bruce Warren Yuan, Bill Attick, 
and Tim Rulon. 

 
Concerns 
To make this event a success, a significant and 
dedicated push to the finish line is key!   

1. We need a program chair!!!!! 
2. Our volunteers, hopefully augmented by 

experienced PSMS members need to 
begin work planning the workshop 

The committee should include as a minimum, the 
following elements: 

x Inter-Club liaison and communication 
x Program Planning 
x Venue design and setup 
x Advertising & Graphic Design 
x Vendor solicitation 
x Registration 
x Finances 

The intent is to make these assignments at the 
meeting 

If you have experience in these areas or are just 
willing to help, contact Lou Husser at 540 659-7088 
and by mail at LBHusser@verizon.net 

 
 

mailto:LBHusser@verizon.net
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MISCELLANEOUS MEMBERS NOTES  
A column where members can contribute any notes or recommendations they believe are of interest to ship 
modeling.   
Asked about (at the last Focus Meeting… 
What thread I am using to rig my Clipper 
that does not require beeswax coating – 
“Belding Corticelli” is the brand name.   It is 
bel-waxed, “ poly-bond.    I have not 
researched yet whether it’s available on-line, 
but will let us know when I find out more. 
Contributed by Larry Smith 
Lawrence.G.Smith@faa.gov 

Here is a website for the free downloads,  
mikeashey.com   - Contributed by Grant Berry 

(Editor’s note – The site advertises itself as a 
“Modelers Resource Library”) 

 
On this webpage are some card stock paper 
ships you can print out in 1/1200 for war 
gaming. 
http://www.coatneyhistory.com/FreePaperModelW
W2Warships.htm  
- Contributed by Bruce Buchner 

continued on page 5 

 
 
 
 

 
 
BRIDGE TEAM NOTES AND 
REPORTS  
First Mate 

Nothing significant of note to report.         
 John Williams  
Ship’s Clerk 

Nothing significant of note to report. 
Doug Beatty 

Ship’s Purser  
Member’s Dues – Based on a review of 
WSMS 2014 expenditures, and as 
supported by the membership, next year’s 
dues will be $20 
John Reeder 

Webmaster 
Nothing significant of note to report. 
Carl Erikson 

 
 

 

MEMBER NEWS  
Lou Husser on behalf of the WSMS responded to a 
request from the Lorton Prison Museum for help in 
repairing a former prisoner’s folk art style model of a 
galleon.  The repairs were provided at no charge to the 
museum.  The restored model is to be presented to 
the Museum staff by Lou on Sunday, 11 January. Lou, 
accompanied by our Skipper Doug, will accept their 
thanks on behalf of the WSMS at a short ceremony. 
Look for pictures of the pre and post restored craft in 
February’s newsletter. 
 
The model is expected to be placed on display at that 
time. 
 
 
 
Have something interesting you would like to 
share about yourself or another member? 
 

Send your inputs to the editor at 
 

LBHusser@verizon.net  

mailto:Lawrence.G.Smith@faa.gov
http://www.coatneyhistory.com/FreePaperModelWW2Warships.htm
http://www.coatneyhistory.com/FreePaperModelWW2Warships.htm
mailto:LBHusser@verizon.net


 

 Newsletter   5 

 

 

 MISCELLANEOUS MEMBERS NOTES (Continued) 
If you run across a supplier for aluminum rod from .020 on up let me know. 
K&S sells it down to 1/32 but at the 1:48 scale I have to buy brass at .020 and .030 and paint it grey for the railings, etc. 
on the small skipjack and all you have to do is look at it and the paint wants to chip off! At 1:24 the K&S rod works great 
and really looks exactly like the silver rustoleum that they used to paint that stuff with. 
- Contributed by Eddie Somers esomers@verizon.net  
 
On this webpage are some card stock paper ships you can print out in 1/1200 for war gaming. 
http://www.coatneyhistory.com/FreePaperModelWW2Warships.htm  
- Contributed by Bruce Buchner 

Eugene Slover's created a portal to a plethora of Navy links. I get lost for hours wandering 
through all of the data available here.  http://eugeneleeslover.com/GS-USN-PAGE.html  
- Contributed by a Navy friend, Bob McManis, of Lou Husser 
 

  

  

  

              

November’s It Ought To Be a Model Puzzle 

 

 

Narkeeta (Harbor Tug No.3) with an experimental "brickwork" camouflage scheme in 1892. Black stripes on 
the white background produced a soft gray e ffect at moderate distances. Larger black patches were applied 
to those areas which usually reflected light. Visibility of the ship was reduced when the light was behind the 

observer. 

•Laid down, in April 1891, at City Point Iron Works, Boston, MA.  

1. What is the vessel’s name and who was 
she built for? 

2. Why does she look like a Lego’s project? 

Send answers to: LBHusser@verizon.net  

mailto:esomers@verizon.net
http://www.coatneyhistory.com/FreePaperModelWW2Warships.htm
http://eugeneleeslover.com/GS-USN-PAGE.html
mailto:LBHusser@verizon.net
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Restoration of a Scratch Built WWII Era USS Houston 
"A 50 year-old handmade, scratch-built model of the USS HOUSTON,  

a WWII NORTHAMPTON-class heavy cruiser, came to me for an overhaul and restoration." 
By Brion Boyles  

 

She was given to me to restore by the grandson of a 
US Navy admiral who not only worked with Rickover 
and Electric Boat designing submarines, but was also 
a WWII fighter pilot, shot down over Berlin! 

The HOUSTON model is about 6 feet long, 
constructed in the 1960's of sheet tin "plates" 
soldered over a rough frame of ribs and keel. Crude 
RC controls operate the rudder, while two motors 
with two gearboxes drive four scratch-built screws, 
the motor speed being set by two ancient rheostats 
before letting her go in the pond.  I received her in a 
deteriorated and incomplete condition, with 
instructions to make her "mantle-worthy". 

 

 The period the builder was depicting is difficult to 
pin down, as there were many mods over  

 

 

HOUSTON's pre-war career, and several in rapid 
succession in the early stages of WWII. His 
representation doesn't seem to really match any one. 
Rivet counters will have a field day but the restoration 
was not intended to turn her into a museum piece. 
Rather, the owner and I agreed that the best course 
would be to attempt to finish her out as his 
grandfather would have, using the same methods and 
level of detail. 

To that end, I scratch-built the ships boats and scout 
aircraft, 5" guns, .50 cal AA guns, and searchlights. 
She had to be taken down to the metal, using scrapers 
and wire-wheel to remove the several coats of REAL 
US Navy paint and get to serious rust running 
throughout the vessel. The original soldering was very 
heavy, probably done with a real soldering iron and 
was ground down with a wire wheel for a smoother 
appearance, as were the scratch-built screws. Over 
450 portholes were cut out of decal paper, as were the 
bridge and fire control tower windows. The deck was 
given a faux wood paint treatment.  

Scout planes and ships boats (gigs, whaleboats and 
cutters) were carved out of 1 x 2 pine, and are also 
just rough, generic representations in keeping with the 
"trench-art" ("berthing- art?") feel of the model.  

Work was completed in 3 months and returned to her 
owner, who plans to install a modern RC system in 
her and sail at his 2nd home in Lake Anna, VA 
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WSMS MEMBER MODELS PHOTO PAGES  

 

 

 

  

USS Huston 
Restored by Brion 

Boyles 
Pre- and Post 

Restoration Pictures 



 

 Newsletter   8 

 

  

Shots of a 1/4 inch to the 
foot skipjack Ed Somers, a 
WSMS associate recently 
finished (He used basswood 
for the sacrificial deck 
boards). 
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DECEMBER TIP OF THE MONTH 
When working on rigging sails or other line and rope related elements of modeling have you restricted your use 
of knot-tying to granny, square, and bowline knots? Oh, maybe you have gotten yourself a book on knot tying 
but then had little idea where to employ these knots or which may be applicable to particular application? Well 
here is a really cool website that can help you expand your Bosun skills…. 

http://www.animatedknots.com/  

Animated Knots by Grog™ 
T I E  K N O T S  T H E  F U N  A N D  E A S Y  W A Y  

Better to know a knot and not need it, than need a knot and not know it. 
 
Not only are there animated directions for tying knots but the types of knots are divided up into various 
categories related to their use such as Boating of course, but others such as; Basics, Decorative, Fishing, 
Scouting, Household and more.  The animated feature is particularly helpful in understanding how each knot is 
properly formed. 
 

New Products Notes 

 

1/144 Revell LSM.  Looks intriguing.  Might have to get one after XMAS! 

Here is a Youtube review - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fmfg9jIBeDY 

 

- Contributed by Jack Ray, a WSMS friend 

 

http://www.animatedknots.com/
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Note: The Lynx Editor reserves the right to edit contributions as he feels may be appropriate 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
Wanted – Used Bench Top Wood Planer 
Contact lou Husser LBHusser@verizon.net   

 

Newsletter Ad Policy 

Members may submit as many ads as they choose for printing in the Lynx as they desire.  They may be either want or for 
sale ads and should normally be limited to a 100 or less words. Non-members may also submit one ad 
to a monthly newsletter, also limited to a 100 words.  The acceptance of the ads are at the discretion 
of the editor.  He will also have blanket authority to edit the contents as he believes appropriate.

 

WSMS Organizational 2014 Goals 
Add seven more new members in 2014 

Progress – 5 down 2 to go 
(We have two strikers ready for voting in) 

Conduct 3 maritime-related road trips 
Progress – Completed 

Organize a WSMS Awards Dinner 
Progress – Lagging but have not thrown in the towel! 

Institute an outreach program to increase our contact with related regional organizations 
Progress – Continuing to increase our growing relationship with the Philadelphia, Annapolis, Hampton and St Michael’s Ship Modeling 

organizations and will reach out to other regional groups shortly 

Bridge and WSMS Commodores work to strengthen our administrative and planning processes 
Doug Wilde and Bruce Buchner have been stalwarts in support of our events and planning 

These are not for the Bridge and Skipper alone to pursue but are for all of us to become engaged in.   

What say you?  Let your Bridge know for 2015 goals! 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>*<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

WSMS COMMUNICATIONS & CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Website: http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/  Yahoo link: dcshipmodel  

Skipper Doug Wilde, skipper@dcshipmodelsociety.org  

First Mate, John Williams, firstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org 

mailto:LBHusser@verizon.net
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
mailto:skipper@dcshipmodelsociety.org
mailto:firstmate@dcshipmodelsociety.org

